Town Hall Meeting Notes
January 6, 2010

Meadowlake Park
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm

RCRC Staff Attending:  Brian Devost-Executive Director, Kenya Bryant- Director of Communications, Cornelia Watts-Executive Assistant, Robert Allen-Director of Facilities, Mike Williams-Programming Supervisor, Debbie Williams-Payroll Coordinator and Taurus Lewis-Director of Parks
Community Attendees – 4 people 

Mr. Devost presented the Richland County Recreation Commission Strategic Plan 2010 and reviewed the handout’s main points.  He then asked for questions from the participants and the following issues were raised and answered:

1. How is RCRC going to make fees equitable across the board in all of the parks? Don’t deny programs in some areas just because they can’t afford it. Is there going to be a vehicle for the community to voice their needs for the parks?
2. Is the maintenance of the baseball fields, bathrooms and grounds being addressed?

3. Are other people from areas around Meadowlake able to access the park and be involved in the Community Advisory Teams? I feel more people from other areas would have come tonight had they known they could have.

4. We must give back through the kids. Offer summer league sports, such as basketball at an affordable rate that is comparable to the city run summer leagues. Although addressing education issues is important, we must enable children to be involved in sports because it teaches life principles also. I applaud you for being here because although people want to know that you know what you are doing, they also want to know that you care. You obviously care since all of you are here tonight presenting this information.

5. This is good information. If you plan on making things affordable, you should let the community know because that would help in increasing participation.

6. Your after-care programs are on the right track. As a single parent I found that your programs were more affordable than private day-cares and that has helped me a lot.

7. Would there be a conflict with the advisory board if we included other people from other areas instead of the Meadowlake community?
8. Literacy programs need to be offered also. Children need to be exposed to other cultures, such as the Hispanic culture and also offer gang awareness programs. Programs like that are much needed here. Can’t just be about sports although that is important also.
